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Aboriginal 
Lands

The GeoBase Aboriginal Lands data layer was achieved through collaboration 
of Natural Resources Canada’s Surveyor General Branch, the Centre for 
Topographic Information – Sherbrooke and GeoConnections.  This data layer 
is one of several administrative boundary data layers available on the GeoBase 
portal.

Aboriginal Lands data depict the administrative boundaries of reserves, 
settlement lands, and other aboriginal lands as defined by federal legislation. 

Uses

Aboriginal Lands data can be used to identify and locate aboriginal lands within 
Canada, position them relative to one other, and determine their respective sizes. 
This data is a primary reference for many federal and provincial government 
departments and agencies. 

It is important to note that the data is a representation only and cannot be used 
to define boundaries. Such definitions must be based on legal documents and 
official survey plans.

Characteristics

The Aboriginal Lands data layer is composed of polygons and related descriptive 
attributes. It is updated monthly to reflect additions and other changes in 
aboriginal lands.  Aboriginal Lands data can be downloaded in 14 data sets - by 
province or territory or for all of Canada. 

Data formats

The Aboriginal Lands data sets are available for download in the following 
formats: 

GML
KML
ESRI ShapefileTM

Technical specifications are available on the GeoBase Web site.
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Building on Common Ground




