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GeoBase Land Cover Layer
	· GeoBase is a federal, provincial and territorial government initiative that provides users with access to quality geospatial information at no cost and with unrestricted use. 
· The GeoBase Steering Committee has identified Land Cover data as a new high priority theme to be developed and managed in GeoBase.
· GeoBase and the Land Cover Community of Practice have embarked on the National Land Cover Data project, whose main objective is to integrate Land Cover mapping from provincial and federal organizations and to produce a harmonized data base that is consistent with international standards, in order to meet the broadest range of user needs.

· The National Land Cover Project plans to integrate existing Land Cover information compiled by Natural Resources Canada's Canadian Forest Service and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada into a single product for Canadians.
· We would like to have your comments on the usefulness of the currently planned product.  And we want to understand your long term Land Cover information needs so that we can plan for future products.

· We sincerely wish to respond to needs of Canadian users to the extent possible within the project constraints.
· The questionnaire will take approximately 20 minutes to complete.

· Your participation is greatly appreciated.  It will help us to improve the product.


Questionnaire
​​​​​​​​

Respondent’s Profile

Name


___________________________

Title


___________________________

Organization

___________________________

Phone 


___________________________ 
E-mail


___________________________

Section A. Your Use of Land Cover Data
1. What is your main application and need for Land Cover data?  
_________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is your geographic area of interest? _________________________________________________________________________________
3. What scale do you work at?

International  ____     National  ____  Provincial  ____     Local  ____

4. What are your current sources of Land Cover data?  Do the current sources have any shortcomings (quality, price, etc)?  If so, please describe them.  _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Section B. The Currently Planned Product

The currently planned Land Cover product is the result of raster thematic data originating from classified Landsat 7 or 5 ortho-images, for agricultural and forest areas of Canada.  Satellite imagery was acquired circa 2000.  The forest cover was produced by the Earth Observation for Sustainable Development (EOSD) project, an initiative of the Canadian Forest Service (CFS) with the collaboration of the Canadian Space Agency and in partnership with the provincial and territorial governments. The agricultural coverage is being compiled by the National Land and Water Information Service (NLWIS) of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada with the incorporation of provincial initiatives.  
The legends of the two products are being harmonized to allow for the compilation of a single coverage of Canada.  The intent is to preserve as much thematic class detail as possible.  A pixel resolution of 30 metres, which corresponds to a scale of 1:50K, is proposed for the product.  The initial source data for the Land Cover theme will be converted to vector format in order to be geometrically adjusted with the GeoBase Data Alignment Layer.  Figure 1 shows a proposed EOSD-NLWIS harmonized legend.  Figure 2 shows a sample Land Cover image using this legend.  
A project to complete the Land Cover product for northern Canada (north of the forested and agricultural zones) is under discussion.

The data will be distributed in 1:250K National Topographic System tiles.  The data formats will be Shapefile and GML.
5. Would this product be useful to you?     Yes  _____     No  _____
6. What comments do you have about this product in terms of:
a. Resolution or scale?  ___________________________
b. Classification legend?  ___________________________
c. Compliance with standards?  ___________________________
d. Format and delivery mechanism?  ___________________________
e. Other?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section C. Your Needs for Future (5 – 10 years from now) Land Cover Products
7. What are your future Land Cover needs in terms of resolution?
250 metres  ____    90 metres  ____    30 metres  ____    10 metres  ____    other  ____
8. Please write ‘X’ to indicate the classes that you would like to see in the legend of a future Land Cover product.
Water  _____

Non-Vegetated Land  _____
Snow/Ice  _____

Rock/Rubble  _____
Exposed/Barren Land  _____ Built up/Developed  _____

Lichens & Mosses ____
Shrubland  _____

Shrub Tall  _____


Shrub Low  _____

Wetland  _____

Wetland-Treed  _____

Wetland-Shrub _____
Wetland-Herb  _____

Marsh  _____


Bog  _____

Fen  _____


Swamp  _____


Herbs  _____

Grassland  _____

Agriculture  _____


Agr-Cropland  _____
Agr-Pasture/Forage  _____
Forest/Trees  _____

Coniferous  _____

Coniferous-Dense  _____
Coniferous-Open  _____

Coniferous-Sparse  _____Broadleaf  _____

Broadleaf-Dense  _____
Broadleaf-Open  _____
Broadleaf-Sparse  _____
Mixedwood  _____

Mixedwood-Dense  _____Mixedwood-Open  _____Mixedwood-Sparse  _____


Other (Please specify)  _
_____________________________________________________________
9. What standards, if any, do you think a future product should comply with?  _____________________________________________________________
10. To show changes in Land Cover, how often should the Land Cover coverage of Canada be updated?

Every 5 years  _____     Every 10 years  _____     Other  _____
11. Would you prefer that future products be in vector or raster form? 

Raster  _____    Vector  _____        
12. Do you need delivery of future Land Cover products in a format other than Shapefile or GML?  Yes  _____     No  _____     If yes, please specify the format(s)  _____________________________________________________________
13. Do you have any additional views about the future Land Cover data layer that you would like to share? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
14. Is there anyone else from your organization or in other organizations to whom you think we should speak?  Yes  _____     No  _____     If so, who?
_____________________________________________________________
Should you have any comments or further information for this project, please do not hesitate to contact one of us:

Don Ball




Erin Naydenov
DB Geoservices Inc



Natural Resources Canada/Canadian 

                                                           Forest Service
Tel: (613) 820-1439



(780) 430-3836
E-mail: don.ball@rogers.com


lccp@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca
Thank you for your time and contribution to this study.  It will help us to improve the product.

Figure 1   EOSD-NLWIS Harmonized Legend
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Figure 2   Sample Image of Land Cover in Saskatchewan (Map centre 103.84 W, 53.52 N, size 10 km by 5.5 km)
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